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A statuette of the Vincha culture
from Banjica

Craryera BUHYAHCKE KYJType ca
bamune

He who wants to conquer the fortress must first conquer his
own soul. The path through the soul leads us to Belgrade, one of the
oldest, most battered cities in the world. When Le Corbusier said that
Belgrade was the ugliest city with the most beautiful location, he was
looking at the result of centuries of destruction. Those who love and
know this city today, know it not from what they have seen or
touched. Its greater, perhaps finest part has disappeared without a
trace and we shall never see, photograph or touch it again. But the
part of it that is gone, that can never be reconstructed, belongs to his-
tory too, the history that is inside us.

Legend has it that at one point in their journey, the Argonauts
of Greek mythology sailed up the Danube (Ister). They came to a fork
in the river; one branch beckoned toward the east and the other to-
ward the west and the Adriatic. In fact, this was where the Sava
merged with the Danube. They called the Sava the Western Danube
and proceeded to sail up it. This spot, where the Argonauts called one
river by the name of another, has been settled since the Early Stone
Age. For centuries it was the capital of the Serbian state, and today it
is also the capital of Serbia and Montenegro.

According to another legend, the Danube is one of the four
rivers that spring from Paradise, which would make Belgrade one of
the famous cities starting with a B (Be¢ — SerboCroatian for Vienna —
Bratislava, Budapest, Belgrade, Bucharest, Braila) whose walls are
washed by its waters. This heavenly river flows through ,,the Portal
of Wars“ as the Turks used to call Belgrade.

The oldest Belgrade we know of, a settlement that did not yet
bear this name and to us remains nameless, was built on the founda-
tions of the greatest of Neolithic cultures, the famous Vincha culture
that appeared between the years 2300 and 2000 B.C., with its
imported and exported pottery, its countless statuettes of human,
especially female figures and fabulous animals. If certain recent esti-
mates are accurate, then Belgrade as a settlement could be as old as
the oldest motifs in Serbian oral poetry which are thought to date
back to the Neolithic age.



Ko xohe ma ocoju TBphaBy, Mopa Hajmpe Ja 0CBOju CBOjy AyILYy.
[Tyt xpo3 comnctBeHy myury Boau Hac u fo beorpana, jemHor ox Haj-
crapujux u Hajuenthe pyrrennx rpamosa csera. Kama je Kop6usuje
pekao 3a beorpaj na je Hajpy )KHUMjU IPaJ HA HAJJIETIIIIEM MECTY, UMAO
je pes; cobOM camMo pe3yJITaTe TUX BHUIIEBEKOBHUX pyliema. OHU Ko-
JU IaHAC BOJIE W MO3HAJy OBAj IPaji, HE MO3HAJy Ta Ha OCHOBY OHOTa
IIITO CY y theMy Buenu win qorakmi. tberos najpehu u moxxna majien-
1K JIEO j€ OHAj KOjHU je HETPAroM MIYe3ao, 1a ra BUllle HUKaaa Hehe-
MO BHUETH, CHUMHUTHU WIH JOTUPHYTH. AJIH, UCTOPUJU TIPUTIAJA U OHA]
heH HECTAJIM JIe0, KOju ce Buie HuKaga Hehe Mmohu pekoncrpywucary,
OHaj [Ie0 UCTOpHje KOJU Ce HANA3M Y HAMA, a He Y CBETy OKO Hac.

[Ipema snerenay, MUTCKM TPYKU MOPEIUIOBIM APTOHAYTH Ha CBO-
Me TIyTy Y jeZHOM TpeHyTKy ymioswn cy y dynas (Mcrap). Kaga cy
TOIIUTM JIO Ta4YKe TJe Ce peKa pauBa, jeJlaH MX je KpaK BOJAEHOT TyTa
mamuo Ha Mcrok xa Llpnom mopy, apyru Ha 3aman ka Jaapany; To
jecT, HAILIH Cy ce Ha MecTy rje ce peka Casa ynuna y [ynas. Taga cy
Casy npornacumm 3anaauum [lyHaBom u mome HacraBwiu myT. Ha
TOME MECTY, T/ie Cy ApProHayTH Ha3Ba/M jeJHy PEKy UMEHOM JIpyTe pe-
Ke, Ol CTapujer KaMeHor 106a /10 JaHac mocToju Haceme. OHO je Be-
KOBMMa OWJIO TIPECTOHHIIA CPIICKe JAPiKaBe, a Cafia je W ITaBHU IPaj
Cpo6uje u Llpue T'ope.

[Ipema nmpyroj nerergu /[IyHas je jemHa off 4eTHpHU peKe KoOje U3-
BUPY W3 paja, ma je Tako u beorpas jefaH o OHUX YyBEHHUX IPagoBa
4yrja UMeHa yBek mouniby cioBoM b (bew, bpatucnasa, byaumnernra,
beorpan, bykypemr, bpanna) u umnje 3uaune mepe pajcka peka. Ta
pajcka peka mpotude Kpo3 ,,Bpara patoBa“ kako cy ogasHo Typiu
Ha3Bamm beorpap.

Hajcrapuju beorpag koju 3HaMo, Hace/be KOje JOII He HOCH OBO
MMe 7 KOj€ Je 32 HaC OCTano 06e3nMeHO, Ca3/laH je Ha OCHOBaMa HajBe-
he HeomuTcke KyTYpe, YyBeHe BAHYAHCKE KYJITYpe KOja ce Ha TOM Ty
jaBba uameby 2300. u 2000. roguHe npe Haie epe ca CBOjOM rpHYa-
PHUjOM YBO3HOM ¥ U3BO3HOM, Ca CBOJUM 0€30pOjHUM CTaTyeTama Jby/I-
CKUX, HAPOUYUTO JKEHCKUX (hurypa u (HhaHTACTHYHUX JKUBOTHHA. AKO
Cy HEKM HAJHOBWMjU TIPpOpauyHU TayHH, beorpaj 6u Tako Kao Hacesbe
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Baza y o6suky mruie
»XajT Baza“ u3 Bunue

A ,Heidt vase“ in the shape of a
bird, from Vincha
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Statuette, Vincha-plochnik phase of
the Vincha culture

Craryera, BUHYAHCKO-TIJIOYHNYKA
(baza BUHUAHCKE KYJITYpe
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Ckynnrypa Xepkyina us 11 Beka,
npouahena y Beorpany

3rd century sculpture of Hercules,
discovered in Belgrade
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Bronze oil lamp, from Roman
Singidunum

bponzanu Xrkak, U3 pUMCKOT
Cunrngysyma
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Bronze eagle bearing the sign of the
legion, Roman art from Roman
Singidunum

bponsanu opao ca nerujckum
3HAKOM, PHMCKA YMETHOCT 3
pumckor CuHrnaynyma

The first Belgrade settlement whose name has come down to us
was called Singidunum and is attributed to the Celtic tribe of
Skordiscs (298 B.C.). This Celtic Belgrade took its name from the
Singi tribe who, according to the Greek poet Apollonios of Rhodes
(240 B.C.), lived where the Danube forks at the foot of the Kaualak
cliff (present-day Kalemegdan). The first Singidunum was located in
what is today Visnjica or Zvezdara. In the 1st century, the Roman
Singidunum was the headquarters of two legions, the 4th Scythian
and the 5th Macedonian, and, as a frontier fort, it also became home
to the Roman fleet; merchants and artisans settled among the camps
on the western outskirts.

Sometime in the first half of the third century A.D., a Roman
military man by the name of Aelius Tertius built baths heated with
hot tiles and supplied with water from the Roman aqueduct near
where the Patriarchy stands today. He dedicated them to the veterans
of the Roman army. An anonymous poet bore witness to the deed.
He composed an inscription in hexameters about the beautiful waters
that feed the baths, leaving a mysterious name in the acrostic, the
name perhaps of his patron, the person who commissioned the tablet,
who owned and built the baths... All we know of the poet is that he
read Virgil, Lucretius and Catullus. His verses are carved in the mar-
ble tablet, but the waters they extol have washed much of the in-
scription away. It opens with the following words:
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OWO BpIIHAK HACTAHKY HAJCTAPHUJUX MOTHBA CPTICKOT YCMEHOT CTBapa-
JAIITBa, KOjH, KAKO Ce JaHAC MUC/H, HACTA]y HETAE Yy HEOJHTY.

IIpBo Haceme Ha noapyyjy beorpazna umje Ham je ume cauyBaHo,
3Basio ce CHHTHAYHYM U MPUTIHCYje ce KeITCKOM TuieMeny CKopaucka
(298. ron. mpe H. e.). Mime Tor kenrckor beorpaga nqonasu on HasuBa
iemena CuHry, 3a Koje rpuyku necHuk Amnononuje ca Pomoca (240.
mpe H. €.) Kajke Jja Cy KuBesau Ha MecTy rae ce lynas pausa mop cre-
HoMm Kayanak (mamammu Kanemerman). [1psu Cunrumynym ce Hanma-
310 y maHammboj] Bummsuim wim kox 3Besgape. Pumcku Cunrugysym
y I Beky mocraje cepumre 1Be seruje, [V ckurcke m V MakemoHcKe, a
Kao TOrpaHUYHA TBphaBa mocraje u cugpuinte pumcke Grorte; mopes
joropa 3amajgHo noAarpahbe UMaso je Hace/be TProBala u 3aHATIH]A.

Herne y npBoj nonoBunu Tpehera Beka jeqaH puMCcKi PATHUK TIO
umeny Aelius Tertius carpaauo je y 6iumsunu gananibe [ laTpujapiu-
je KymaTWIo KOje Ce Tpejajo YKapeHUM I[PErnoBMMa ¥ HATajasio U3
PUMCKOT BOJIOBO/Ia; TTOCBETHO T4 je BeTepaHuMa pumcke Bojcke. O To-
Me CBEJOYM IEeCHUK 4Yhje uMe HaMm Huje cayyBaHo. OH je y xekcame-
TpUMa CACTABHMO HATIIUC O JIETUM BOJaMa Koje XpaHe Oame OCTaBHB-
U Y AKPOCTHXY jeTHO 3arOHETHO MMe, MOJK/IA IMe CBOT MeI[eHe U Ha-
pyuduorna, BIaCHUKA U TBOPIA KynaTwia... O MecHUKy 3HAMO TOJIUKO
na je unrao Beprunmja, Jlykpenuja u Karymna. Fberosa mecma je ykie-
CaHa y MPaMOPHY IIJIOYY, aJIH je€ BOJA KOJy CTUXOBH XBaJie 10CTa KC-
npasa watmic. OH mounmbe cegaehnm peunma:
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bponsanu >xmwkak, U3 pUMCKOT
CunrugyHyma

Bronze oil lamp, from Roman
Singidunum




Alma lavacrorum de saxis decido limpha
Et sunt ex lapide perfectae piscinae pulchrae
Laetis inque locis natus lacus...

(1, clear water, who feed the baths, fall from the rocks
And thus from stone a splendid pool is created
And into this scenic site a lake is born...)

A cemetery dating from the period was used until the 19th cen-
tury; it stood where Tasmajdan is today. This ,.eternal city, built like
Rome on seven hills, played a special role of its own in Roman times.
The Roman emperors Tiberius, Septimius Severus (who brought
municipal law to Singidunum in the year 202 A.D.), Valerian,
Claudius IT and Diocletian (whose capital was in nearby Sirmium), all
passed through and stopped off in Singidunum. Early signs of
Cristianity appeared here. During the reign of Diocletian, Christians
were severely persecuted in Singidunum and Christian priests were
thrown into the Danube.

The first appearances of Christians in Belgrade were recorded in
the 3rd and 4th centuries. We know that the first Singidunum mar-
tyrs, Christian priest Montan and his wife Maksima, perished during
the reign of czar Prob. Later on, during the next century, we come
across the names of two more Christian martyrs, deacons Stratonik
and Hermil. According to Aurelius Victor, the Roman emperor
Jovian (a man of impressively tall stature) was born the son of
Veronius (a peasant from Singidunum) in the environs of what is



Alma lavacrorum de saxis decido limpha
Et sunt ex lapide perfectae piscinae pulchrae
Laetis inque locis natus lacus...

(Ja, buctpa 6oga, wiro naiajam Kyiamuia,

uagam ca cutere
Ila je waxo og kamena Hauurber jegar guear basem
A Ha HueouucHoM Meciy HUKAO je3epo...)

N3 tor go6a ocrano je rpobsbe HA AaHAlIbeM TariMajaany Koje
je kopumtherno ce 10 XIX Beka. Taj ,,Beunu rpag” moAurHyT Kao u
Pum Ha cemam Gpeky/baka, Y PUMCKO BPpeMe MMAo je CBOJY TIOCEOHY
yaory. Kpo3 CunruayHym nposase u 3apkaBajy ce y lbeMy PUMCKH
napesu Tubepuje, Cernrrumuje Cesep (koju 202. Cunruaynymy mnoma-
pyje MyHunmmnamHo npaso), Banepujan, Knaymuje Il u [Juoxnenujan
(amja je mpecroruna 6mia Heganexo ox Cunrugynyma y Cupmujymy).
Y CunrugyHymy ce jaB/bajy W paHu 3HaI| xpuithaHcTBa. 3a Bpeme
Huokinenujana, 6w cy cipoBoheru Hajxkerrhu nporouu xpuinhaxa;
y Cunrugynymy xpunthascku cerrreHuiy cy 6ananu y Jlynas.

[Tpse nojase xpuirhana y beorpany 3a6enesxene cy y Il u IV Be-
Ky. 3HamMo Ja cy y Bpeme napa [Ipo6a mocrpagamm cHHTHIYHYMCKH
MyueHuId, Xpunthancku ceemTeHnk MoHTaH U ierosa xxena Makcu-
ma. Kacuuje, y cienehem cromnehy cperamo jour gBa umena xpurrhan-
CKUX MydeHuka, hakona Crpatonuka u Xepmuia. [Ipema cBemouermy
Aypenuja Buktopa y okonmuu ganammer beorpaga poben je pumcku
1ap JoBujaH, OrpoMHOT pacrta, ciH Beponnja, cesbaka n3 CHHrHIyHY-
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OuyBaHU PUMCKH 6eeM, TOPIHH
rpaza, [-1I Bex H.e.

Preserved Roman rampart, upper
town, 1st-2nd century A.D.
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Tenutcka nmpubanaya (pubyna),
nahena y Kopmaguny — Cypuun

Gepid fibula, discovered in
Kormadin - Surcin

10
Hcrouno-rorcka ¢pubyna, V ek

5th century Eastern-Gothic fibula
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Dinar issued by King Stefan
Dragutin (1276-1316)

Hunuap kpama Credana [Iparyruna
(1276-1316)

today Belgrade. The cheerful Jovian was one of the first Christians to
take the throne of the Roman Empire (363-364). During this period
an episcopate was founded in Singidunum, the heads of which in the
Sth century were episcopes Urzacije and Sekundijan, both Aryans.
One sarcophagus discovered where Gospodar Jevremova street lies
today perhaps testifies to the fact that there might have been a shrine
in that location as well. Bishop Sergije of Belgrade is mentioned in
one papal bull from 878. The slope beneath the Kalemegdan fortress,
towards the Danube, bears the remnants of the Belgrade metropolis,
aside which lay the famous church of the Ascent of the Mother of
Christ. The fine windows of this metropolis can still be seen today,
beneath arches equipped with built-in seats from which there is a
beautiful view across the Danube of the endless plains of Panonia. An
icon of the Mother of Christ which was, according to oral tradition,
painted by the first iconographer Saint Evangelist Luke was pre-
served in Belgrade for a long time, until the Turkish conquest.

The great migration of peoples brought change and constant
devastation to the town. It was destroyed by the conquering Goths
(378) and Huns (441), and in the 6th century it was restored by the
Byzantine Emperor Justinian, the same Justinian who built the
Church of Wisdom, the temple of temples, the Agia Sofia in
Constantinople. In 441 the legendary Hun conqueror Attila, ,, The
Scourge of God” as he was called, besieged Singidunum and, after
conquering it, died there in 443 in the arms of one of his concubines.
He was buried in the nearby waters in the Khazarian manner: three
coffins with his remains and treasury were placed on the bed of the
dammed river; the water was then released to cover them. Then
Belgrade was ravaged by the Avars (584), the Bulgarians (829), and
in the 7th century the Slavs entered the destroyed Byzantine fortifica-
tion. They gave it a name, the White City, which may have denoted
not only the color of its walls but also that this was a town in the
north, a town of the northern wind (perhaps the famous ,,kosava“
wind that blows in the northeastern part of Serbia). The first written
record of Belgrade’s Serbian and Slav name appears in the papal bull
of Pope John VIII in the year 878 A.D. The disciples of Cyril and
Methodius, the fathers of Slav literacy, passed through Belgrade as
they fled from the Morava region. In a biography of one of them,
Clement of Ohrid, Belgrade is mentioned as ,,the most famous town
on the Danube“. According to Porphyrogenitus, the 10th century
writer and ruler, the tower of Emperor Constantine stood in
Belgrade; needless to say, it has not been preserved. Being a frontier
fortification, Belgrade constantly changed hands. Early data about
Belgrade can be found in travelogues from the 12th century. One was
written in 1147 by a companion of French king Louis VII, and anoth-
er from 1189 contains a description of the conquest of German



Ma; JoBHjaH je 6MO Bemap YOBEK U jeJaH OJ MPBUX XpHllThaHa Ha PUM-
ckoM mipectony (363-364). Y Cunruaynymy Taza je OCHOBAHA U €Iu-
CKOIIHja Yy K0joj ¢y crosoBamu y V Beky ernuckonu Yp3amnuje u CexyH-
nujaH, 06O0jMIA IPUITAJHHUIA APUJAHCTBA. JefaH capkodar OTKPUBEH
Ha TIOZIPYY]y AaHalmbe locrnogap JeBpemoBe yiwiie CBEIOYM MOIKIA
Ia je Ty OWIO U HEKO CBETWJIUIITE. Y je/IHO] MAICKO] OyJIM MTOMUbE Ce
ertuckorn 6eorpajacku Cepruje 878. rogune. Ha nagunu nox Kanemer-
maHCKUM Oesnemuma npema /lyHaBy Hamase ce ocrany 6eorpajcke Mu-
TpPOIIOJIje, Y3 KOjy je Oma dyBeHa 1pksa Ycrewa boropomune. 1 na-
HAC ce MOTY BHJIETH JIETIH TIPO30PY MUTPOTIOJNH]E MO, IYKOBHMA OIIpe-
M/beHH yrpabeHuM ceammiTiMa ca Kojux myna BHAMK npeko [lyHasa
Ha GecKpajHy MaHOHCKy paBHuiy. Y beorpany je myro, cBe 10 TypcKor
OCBajama, OWIa YyBaHa MKOHA boropopuiie Kojy je Mo npefamy Ciiu-
kao npeu ukonomnucar, Csern Jesauhemucr Jlyka.

Benmka ceoba Hapoaa JOHOCH MPOMEHE U CTATHA PYIIema Tpa-
na. Pazapajy ra Ha cmeny ocBajauu kao mto cy [otu (378), XyHu
(441), obnasma ra y VI Beky BuU3aHTH]CKM Lap JyCTHHHMjaH, OHAJ
UCTH KOjH je carpaauo upksy Myzapocru, xpam xpamona, Csety Co-
bujy y Hapurpany. Fogune 441. nerenpapau XyHCKE ocBajad Atu-
na, ,o6ud 60Xju“, Kako cy ra 3Banu, oncega CHHTUAYHYM | Ty, TIO-
IITO Ta je OCBOjHO, ymupe 443. roguHe y HAPYY]y jeHE OJ CBOJUX
HAJIOXKHHIA. Y HEKO] O OOMMKIBIX BOJA, CaXpamyjy ra Ha xaszap-
CKHM Ha4MH: Y KOPHUTO 3aja’ke€He peKe MOJIOJKEHA Cy TPH KoByera ca
HETOBUM TIOCMPTHUM OCTAllMa U PU3HHIIOM; TIPEKO IHHX j€ MOTOM
nymreHa Boja aa ux npexkpuje. [Tlorom rpag nycromne Asapu (584),
byrapwu (829), a y VII Bexy CnoBenu ynase y omycToiieHO BU3aHTH]-
cko yrepheme. Tama My majy u ume, e rpaj, Koje MoXK1a 03HaYA-
Ba mopes 0oje 3uaMHA U Aa je ped o rpany Ha Cesepy, o rpaay ce-
BEPHOT BeTpa (MOXK/a ,,KOIaBe“, 4yBEHOT OeOrpaiCKOT BeTpa KOjH
nyBa y ceBepouctouHom feny Cpb6uje). Cpncko M CIOBEHCKO HMe
rpaga beorpas nmpBu nyT ce momMume y MMCaHOM OOIUKY y Oyau ma-
ne Josana VIII 878. rogune. Yuenum hupuna u Meroguja, TBOp-
IIM CJIOBEHCKE TMMCMEHOCTH, IPOJIa3e Ha CBOM M30ETJIMYKOM YTy U3
Mopascke kpo3 beorpaxa. Y sxkurtnjy jemnora ox mwux, Kiumenrta
Oxpupckor, nomume ce beorpan kao ,HajcnaBamju rpajg Ha [yna-
By“. ¥ X Beky jeman mucai| u Buagap, [lopduporenur, kaxe ga y
beorpany croju kyna napa Koncrantuna, Koja 10 gaHac, HapaBHO,
Huje cauyBaHa. Jep, beorpan je kao morpanuvHO yTBpheme cramHo
npenasuo U3 PyKy jefHOT y pyKe Apyror ocBajaya. Panu momaum o
Beorpaay mory ce nahu y nyronucuma XII Bexka. Jeman je cacraBuo
1147. npatunan ¢ppanmyckor kpasma Jlyja VII, a gpyru us 1189. ca-
IpXU OMHUC Troxoja HemMaudkor napa Ppuapuxa bapbapoce mpema
ceeTuM Mectuma Ha bimckom ucroky. Kaga ra y XII Beky Yrpu nu-
Cy MOTJIM 3aJIpKaTh y CBOjOj BIACTH, OHH Cy, mosiaauchu ce npex Bu-
3aHTH]JOM, CPYIIWIN TPaf, Ipebaruid KaMeH Ha jeBy obany Case u
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Huuap kpama Credana Ypoua II
Muwnytuna (1282-1321)

Dinar issued by King Stefan Uros II
Milutin (1282-1321)



